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RLEHE
The study of ceramics in the reign of the Ming dynasty collected from Nagura Shitadaru undersea site in

Ishigaki-island, Okinawa Pref.

This paper is a report of the study of ceramics made in the reign of the China Ming dynasty which Mr.
Eisen Ohama has collected from Nagura Shitadaru undersea site in Ishigaki-island, Okinawa Pref. during
the past about half of a century.

From his collection, I picked out 3461 pieces of the ceramics to classify, add up, consider, photograph,
make an actual measurement illustration one after another, and arranged data. As a result, 2845 pieces of
celadons are counted and 2675 pieces among them are bowls. The rest of the celadons are wide bowls,
dishes, bottles or vases, small incense burners and so on. I found 12 celadon bowls with a signature “Gu
Shi (which means the Gu family)” in Mr. Ohama's collection and so I paid attention to the celadons with a
signature “Gu Shi” especially to collect data and also to collect documents about “Gu Shi Cheng” who
was a porcelain—manufacturer in Long Quan Yao, and became to an origin of the name of “Gu Shi". I
compiled 46 reports of the celadons with a signature “Gu Shi” unearthed on Japan and arranged them to
54 contents to show as Table No.11. In order to compare Mr. Ohama's collection to those unearthed on
Japan, I placed typical examples of them as illustration No.13 — No.16. Also, for the purpose of
researching Gu Shi Cheng, I checked “The history of Long Quan Pref” published in Shun Zhi 12 (1655),
that published in Qian Long 27 (1762) and that in Guang Xu 4 (1878), those were the original texts written
about Gu Shi Cheng, and excerpted all parts of them related with him to make a summary. Adding to
that, I pointed out that the times of manufacturing celadons with a signature “Gu Shi” are roughly
divided into three periods by using the results of Prof. Chen Wan Li's and Prof. Fujio Koyam's studies.
They are great masters of the study of celadons in Long Quan Yao. Three periods are that 1) from the
second quarter to the third quarter in the 15th century when Gu Shi Cheng supposed to be alive and just
after he died 2) from the third quarter to the fourth quarter in the 15th century 3) after the fourth
quarter in the 15th century. I represented that the period of No.l) corresponds to Topkapi Saray Museum
collection in Turkey and the pieces excavated recently on the kiln vestiges of Long Quan Da Yao Feng
Dong Yan. I also represented the period of No.2) corresponds to 12 pieces excavated on Shitadaru
undersea site and many celadons with a signature “Gu Shi” excavated on Japan. Moreover, I indicated
that the products of this period correspond to those celadons which were mentioned on “The history of
Long Quan Pref” that the quality of the products made in after Cheng Hua (1465-1487), Hong Zhi
(1488-1505) periods was coarse and they were not good colored, unequal to appreciate. As the products
made in the period of No. 3) i.e. approximately from the Hong Zhi (1488-1505) period to the fourth year in
the Jia Jing period (1525), I assumed a celadon bowl of type of Aramaki Honson, Yamanashi Pref. and I
represented that it was the last product of the celadons with a signature “Gu Shi” .

In the meantime, I counted 440 pieces of white porcelains from Mr. Ohama's collection and 437 pieces
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of them are small dishes. Among the small dishes of white porcelains, 357 pieces are footring-shaved style
with 4 or 5 places of the footring left and they account for 81.7% of the small dishes. In the small dishes
with footring-shaved style, a-type which I called on the one side is that lower part of the body towards
the bottom is left unglazed and it accounts for 6.9% . On the other side, b-type I called is that the body
towards the bottom of the footring is glazed and it accounts for 93.1% . It predominates and distinguishes.
In this paper, in addition I also reported a result of practical research for Fu Jian Sheng Shao Wu Shi Si
Du Yao Zhi (kilns vestige) in China where the small dishes of white porcelains with footring-shaved were
fired and moreover, [ investigated the making process of them. I grasped that it was one of the developed
firing technique with piling the articles in order to use space in a kiln effectively to achieve high
productivity when they stuffed a kiln. This firing technique, I found, is developed from the process that
was, from the firing style to pile tightly with using the small clays to support practiced since the Song,
the Yuan periods, through the way to pile with janome (snake eye) style that leaves a circular area of
the base inside of the articles unglazed, and to the way to pile with the base inside of the articles
unglazed. At the beginning, the depth of the shaving of the footring was shallow, and it was a simplified
style of the piling with small supporting clays. Afterwards, the making coarsened as we couldn't see the
footring was made or not, such as b-type pieces of Sitadaru undersea site. In other words, it finally
reached to the mass-production style only such as the bottom of the footring was shaved widely to form
four feet and the glazing was dipped all at once, not to adjust at all. I compiled the examples of the
footring—shaved small white porcelain dishes unearthed on Japan from 311 reports and arranged them to
696 contents to show at Table No.ll. As a large quantity of the footring-shaved small white porcelain
dishes of Sitadaru undersea site shows, we understand in the Japanese Middle Ages sites, especially in
the 15th century, how the footring-shaved small white porcelain dishes are significant and unique when
we look through this table. These footring-shaved small white porcelain dishes were made in Fu Jian
Sheng Shao Wu Shi Si Du Yao Zhi area, China where is deep in the mountains and faraway distant from
Japan. They seemed to be the cheapest porcelains made in there and were conveyed by sea to Okinawa.

And they were used in almost all islands of Okinawa area, i.e. from the Island of Yonaguni in the south,
the Island of Hateruma in the west, the Island of Ishigaki, the Island of Miyako, to the Main Island of
Okinawa. Moreover, this table signifies that they were transported to use everywhere in the Japanese
Islands, to Hokkaido in the north, and it also becomes to be a map of each area in Japan filled with the
history in the 15th century.

Porcelains with glazed blue and white collected from Sitadaru undersea site are small amount, and all
shards of the bottom, the body and the rim totaled 69 pieces. Their kinds are bowls and dishes, and their
main designs of the inside of the bottom are three patterns, namely twisted chrysanthemum pattern,
plum branch pattern, and plum branch with a letter “ju (celebrating)” pattern. I arranged briefly the
unearthed examples of the porcelains with glazed blue and white having design of these patterns at
Table No.12. In consequence of comparing these examples with those on the ancient grave at Nosokozaki

site in Ishigaki-Island, I thought the porcelains with glazed blue and white of Sitadaru undersea site were
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placed at from the second half to the late in the 15th century, and they were contemporary relics with
the celadons and the white porcelains mentioned above. Since 1 was unable to conclude their producing
area at once, I would like to investigate their producing area where Jing De Zhen as a matter of course,
from the outskirts of Jing De Zhen to the kiln vestiges in Fu Jian Sheng attentively from now on.

Iron-glazed potteries are a group of the pots and jars, generally called “Nanban” formerly in Okinawa
Pref. Their outstanding characteristics are fired with glazed, not unglazed. They are supposed to be the
containers to carry the contents, and were diverted to use at the sites in Okinawa Pref. Iron-glazed
potteries at Sitadaru undersea site are supposed to be common type at the sites in Okinawa Pref. Their
main type is a jar with the very thick rim, the second is a jar with the rim opened widely like a trumpet,
sometimes, some of them are remarked to be made in Thailand. Some of the jars with the straight neck
and the round rim are also collected.

Considering the studies mentioned above, I found out the ceramics at Sitadaru undersea site are relics
in a lump from the third to the forth quarter in the 15th century in the Ming dynasty and from the
quantity of them, it is very likely to be a sunken ship. Celadons loaded on a ship are presumed to be the
products of Zhe Jiang Sheng Long Quan Yao, probably the kilns in the vicinity around central Qing Yuan
Xian Zhu Kou area. There is no doubt to judge that the white porcelains were made in the vicinity of Fu
Jian Sheng Shao Wu Shi Si Du. And I thought that these ceramics were transported through China and
accumulated as a mixed cargo to ship at Fu Zhou or Ding Hai area, the coast in Fu Jian Sheng where the
ships sailed from. These ships were private trading ones as a matter of course, and almost of all ceramics
shipped were not high quality, so the celadons with a signature “Gu Shi” were classed under superior
quality. In Japan, the examples of the ceramics unearthed of the same kind as collected at Sitadaru
undersea site are extremely many just as you come to see the table of the footring-shaved small white
porcelain dishes and the celadons with a signature “Gu Shi” unearthed on all over Japan. In Okinawa
Pref. specially, from every sites on Sakishima Islands to those on Okinawa's main island, ceramics

unearthed on the sites in the 15th century are conspicuous.





